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July 16, 2014 

Sheltering Sky in Williamsburg 
 

By Ben Detrick  

 

Yes, they exist: die-hard Manhattanites who still regard Brooklyn as a wasteland roamed by 
wolves. Their outpost could be Sheltering Sky, a month-old rooftop bar in Williamsburg named 
after Paul Bowles’s novel about a weary New Yorker who flees civilization for the Saharan 
wilderness. 

Perched atop the twice-rechristened McCarren Hotel and Pool, Sheltering Sky is a departure 
from the area’s crusty dives and twee mixology dens. It is overseen by Nur Khan, the jewelry-
laden impresario responsible for luxe lounges like Rose Bar and Electric Room. On a recent 
Wednesday night, he re-upped rosé as the skyline twinkled from across the East River. “I don’t 
want this to be a New York velvet rope scene,” he said, but added: “I don’t need to change my 
formula. People like it.” 

THE PLACE 

Above a quieter block facing McCarren Park. It is detached from the mayhem of nearby Wythe 
Avenue (and the rival hotel named after it). After a ride in a steamy hammam-like elevator, 
visitors enter a breezy lounge with Moroccan flourishes: hanging lanterns, woven rugs and 
ottomans imported from North Africa. It will be open year-round (the roof is retractable) but has 
a more atmospheric upside in summer. 



http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/17/fashion/sheltering-sky-in-williamsburg.html?_r=1 

THE CROWD 

On a crowded Saturday night, Mr. Khan presided over his regulars, including aging rockers in 
shredded denim, and long-limbed British women. Elsewhere, the assemblage reflected a 
neighborhood undergoing full-throttle Manhattanization, mixing men in bird-print button-downs 
and blazers with groups of photo-snapping women wearing boxy pleated shorts. “I don’t really 
get it,” said a 30ish stylist from downtown Brooklyn. “But Liv Tyler was here.” 

THE PLAYLIST 

Starting at 10 p.m., D.J.s play a medium-bubbly medley of post-punk hits and familiar blues-
rock. It was unclear if Franz Ferdinand had re-entered the rotation or never left. “There are 
enough dance clubs around here,” Mr. Khan said. “If you want a rave, go to Bushwick.” 

GETTING IN 

Entry is supposedly egalitarian, but a reporter on a weekend night was greeted with the usual 
“Which party are you here for?” by a pair of muscular doormen. No guarantees, especially if it’s 
Liv Tyler’s birthday. 

DRINKS 

At $5, Coors Banquet lager is the most affordable option. Specialty cocktails (like the exPat, 
with vodka, peppermint tea and lemon) are $15. And one can imagine TV on the Radio 
mournfully crooning “Bottle Service in the ’Burg,” a dirge about the arrival of $300 Johnny 
Walker Black Label in the neighborhood. 
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The Hottest Live Photos of 2012 

By George Wayne    
 

The Rapture 

The Rapture perform during the Rose Bar 
Sessions Valentine's Day Show at the 
Grammercy Park Hotel in New York City on 
February 14th, 2012. 
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The Kills Don't Recommend a Kate Moss 
Halloween Costume 

 
By Faran Krentcil 

The Kills are not quite sure how they got here. Not "here" to 
their current status as rock stars, cult teen icons, and fashion 
darlings; "here," literally, to a New York City party for the 
Canadian brand Moose Knuckles, where the shots come with 
maple syrup chasers and the staff wears bikinis and fuzzy bear 
heads on the dance floor. "Their flannel looks good," says front 
man Jamie Hince, "and we’re doing that show in Vancouver." 

"We’re doing a show in Vancouver?" asks Alison Mosshart, his 
partner in crime. "Nobody tells me these things," she says with a 
shrug. She perches on one of the Dream Downtown Hotel's very 
expensive conference tables and lights a cigarette. 

For those of you following along, here’s the deal: The Kills just kicked off a mini North 
American tour, which started Tuesday the 21st at Terminal 5 in New York City, lands in 
Vancouver on Sunday the 26th, and ends with a Halloween show at The Forum in L.A. "We 
need costumes," Mosshart insists. 

"That’s going to stress me out," says Hince. "There’s so much pressure in America for 
Halloween costumes. In England, you put a 
dribble of blood down your mouth and you’re 
done...Here, Halloween is like your national 
holiday!" 

The Kills onstage at the Dream Downtown Hotel. 
Photo: Billy Farrell Agency / BFANYC.com 

Could he dress up like his wife, Kate Moss? "No," 
Hince says, wincing. "Horrible idea. And you'd 
have to explain it, because how would you know 

http://bfanyc.com/�
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[it was Kate Moss]? You'd say, 'What’s your costume, cool jeans?'" (We were thinking old-
school Calvin Klein underwear, but yes, point taken.) And to be fair, Moss and Hince—and 
Moss and Mosshart—already share a strikingly similar style, with threadbare tanks and 
Portobello scarves threaded together over tight pants. There’s also the requisite black moto 
jacket, which all three scored from Saint Laurent. (Mosshart and Moss have the same model; 
Hince has the men’s version, though it's pretty much identical. "[The women’s jacket] has more 
zippers," Mosshart points out.) 

As for the rest of Mosshart's signature style—the leopard print shirts from Equipment (she’s their 
current campaign model), the nearly-wrecked black boots, and the long shag of newly-platinum 
hair ("I don’t know when I’m going back to brunette," she grins, "I mean, I haven’t set a 
date…")—the musician and painter says she’s not planning an overhaul anytime soon…though 
she does sport a surprisingly girly manicure, with long oval tips and silver Essie glitter polish. 
"It’s a gel I got in Nashville," she explains. "It surprises me more [musicians] don’t do it, 
because if you have a good nail gel, then you have 10 perfect guitar picks fused to your hands. 
This manicure," she says with a smile, "can make you sound better onstage." 

It could also be useful for clawing someone's face off, or at least shredding some wallpaper. 
"That’s why you write [music]," she says. "I can write angry; I can write drunk, but I always 
write alone. Then we perfect a song and perform it together. I’m not saying I’ll never go solo—
never is a long time—but I’ve always been onstage with someone else. That way, you’re in it 
together, and you can feel, together, when the songs are right." 
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New York Fashion Week with Nightlife Impresario 
Nur Khan 

By George Wayne    
 

G.W. considers Nur Khan the majordomo of New York nightlife—the impresario who never fails 
to draw the most astute and glamorous. His presence will be more pronounced than ever this 
season, and for sure this Fashion Week, as he helps define the social mix. Here he regales G.W. 
with the important points: where, why, and how. 

George Wayne: You realize that you are the reigning king of nightlife, right? 

Nur Khan: Am I really? 

Yes you are. As Mae West would say, “When my enemies stop hissing, I shall know I am 
slipping.” 

Well, I still have a lot of people still hissing.Precisely the point. On September 9, you lead the 
re-birth of the iconic boîte Don Hill's. Talk about that. 

It's not really a re-birth. It's a new twist on an old classic. I miss the downtown scene when it was 
really the downtown scene. There is a huge void in New York City right now for the type of 
place Don Hill's is. It's an iconic club with a big rock 'n' roll history to it, so when I had an 
opportunity to take this place over, I jumped at it. New York has been far too polished, too sterile 
of late. Nightlife now, everything is the same—slick, polished—so Don Hill's will be a 
throwback to the good ol' days. It's about reviving a vibe such as Max's Kansas City and the 
Mudd Club. It will be a vibe from another generation. 

You talk about slick and polished, yet here we are in Booth 75—the best—of your slick and 
polished restaurant and lounge, Kenmare. What are your trying to create here? 

Kenmare is about the vibe of the Amalfi Coast in the 70s. Yes, it is about premium chic. The key 
focus here is the restaurant, and I believe we have been making a very cool statement about how 
serious we are as a restaurant. 

Were you upset with that lashing review from Sam Sifton of The New York Times? 

http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/features/2010/09/maxs-kansas-city-slide-show-201009#intro
http://events.nytimes.com/2010/07/07/dining/reviews/07rest.html?pagewanted=1
http://www.vanityfair.com/
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You know what, the way I see it: I can't waste my time being upset about that review. Because 
this is a bit of scene in downtown New York, there is already that preconceived notion. 

Kenmare follows the likes of Odeon, Indochine, the old Canal Bar (which is now the site of Don 
Hill's), and those really cool restaurants back in the day in downtown. A place for artistic minds 
to gather and collaborate, and we have been seeing a lot of that here at Kenmare. A food critic 
like the one from the Times will come in here with his preconceived notion, maybe the scene 
here intimidated him. There is a reason why people are dining here three, four times a week, and 
the food clearly has a lot to do with it.  

Do you think you are spreading yourself too thin? Of course, the Rose Bar, which you 
created at the Gramercy Park Hotel, is still going strong. Here you have the restaurant and 
the lounge of Kenmare and now you are ramping the return of Don Hill's. That's a lot of 
different pots to keep your hands on. 

All of this has been strategized very carefully. The Rose Bar has a very posh demographic. 
Kenmare is more of a downtown vibe, and it is a restaurant. I grew up in the restaurant business. 
I started washing dishes at the age of seven. Don Hill's well, that's just going to be raw and off 
the charts.  

Rock out with your cock out. 

Yeah! Very cool and very gnarly. 

Well the legions of “Nurians,” the followers of Nur Khan, can't wait for that. And the 
nights of the new Don Hill are finally here. 

I love shaking things up, and now is not a time to remind people of any vulgar display of wealth. 
It won't be a live music venue per se—it's a nightclub with a cabaret license. And, yes, my 
passion is music, and, yes, I am close friends with people in bands like Guns N Roses, Jane's 
Addiction, the Black Keys, the White Stripes—and so, yes, Don Hill's will be equipped with all 
the bells and whistles for that impromptu jam session. It will also be very girl-friendly with much 
better bathroom facilities, but at the same time will still maintain that edge its always been 
known for. In fact, Green Day gave us a trial run a few days ago. They got up, we flipped the 
switch, and they were on, jamming away. So the new Don Hill's will have that capability.  

You say you grew up in the business, and began washing dishes at age seven.  

I was born in New York City and moved to Connecticut when I was very young. I was a product 
of a single mom who grew up poor in one of the richest towns in Connecticut. My mom was a 
cocktail waitress in Westport, Connecticut, and that is where I grew up. I was the poor kid in a 
rich town driving around in a Volkswagen. 

This is an amazing story. 
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I left home when I was 13 years old. I have been living on my own since I was 13. A friend of 
mine had a little shed behind his house on, like, 28 acres of land, and I moved into the shed at the 
back of his house and that's where I lived. I converted that shed into a little house, with a 200-
yard extension cord providing electricity from the main house. I did finish high school, and then 
I started a painting company, which was very successful. And then I met this girl who was very 
special. 

The first of the many girls who were very special. 

Yes, so I met this girl from a white-collar background, and so I decided to give up the blue-collar 
life and try the white-collar life on Wall Street. I wound up being a trader for six years while at 
the same time I had opened a nightclub in Connecticut called the Marquee. I commuted while 
running this club—which became a stopping point for many of the bands who came to New 
York for gigs. They would do a gig at Roseland, then come up to the Marquee. Bands like 
Soundgarden, Alice in Chains—we had them all. I then decided to move to New York after 
waking up one day and saying I no longer want to be on Wall Street. And you remember when I 
first moved to New York and was having all those parties in my loft. You were there. 

I certainly was. Nothing beats that one afternoon, though, when I decided to stop by your 
loft in the Meatpacking District unannounced, and pressed your doorbell, and I get to the 
front door and Kate Moss opens the door. That was a doozy. We shrieked and hugged, and 
you were back there, still in bed, in a dark bedroom swathed in luminous duvets and 
comforters. I felt as if I had somehow stumbled into the opium den of Count von Dracula.  

I remember even hosting fashion shows inside my loft, too. I had an Imitation of Christ fashion 
show in my loft. Every night was a party in my loft. And that’s when I decided to open Wax in 
SoHo. 

Where every supermodel in town would end up after they had dinner at Roy Liebenthal's 
Café Tabac. 

I sold Wax after three years and opened Sway, and then I gave that up and moved to China for a 
while. Then I ended up in London hanging out with Damien Hirst and collaborating with him on 
some of his spin paintings. Quite a few of those now hang in my current loft, on Forsythe Street.  

You are just the coolest of the cool, dude. 

I follow my intuition, and, yes, I do have a niche crowd. I don't cater to the masses. My audience 
is a musically literate crowd, first of all. I was never a sellout. My crowd realizes and appreciates 
that. 

When do we see the line of accessories from Nur Khan? You need to make your own 
jewelry. 
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I make all my own jewelry. I collaborate with my friend Lazaro who designs all the jewelry for 
John Varvatos. All the jewelry I wear are one-of-a-kind pieces. I would love to do a jewelry line 
and a clothing line as well.  

[As if on cue, the musician and pop scion Julian Lennon arrives at Kenmare and immediately 
strolls over to say hello to Nur Khan.] 

Well, if it isn't Julian Lennon. Julian, are you a regular at Kenmare? 

Julian Lennon: Yes, I am, and a huge fan of anything Nur does. Whenever I need to know what 
is going on in New York, this is the first person I call. He is the man. 

Thank you, Julian Lennon.  

Julian is having an exhibition of photos at the Morrison Hotel Gallery on September 16. He's 
calling the show '"Timeless." You got to be there on opening night, and, of course, the after-party 
will be downstairs at Kenmare. 

This is all absolutely brilliant news. As our vice president would say, this is a big fucking 
deal! You rule this town! 
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TAKING IT TO THE TOP: NEW ROOFTOP BARS 
IN NYC 

By Chrissy Rutherford 

 
 

There's nothing like hitting a rooftop bar on a warm summer evening for post-work cocktails. 
We've rounded up 6 of the new and newly revamped rooftops to take in the view this season. 

1) Sheltering Sky, McCarren Hotel & Pool: A chic bar grows in Brooklyn—stop by the 
McCarren hotel for drinks at their newly-opened (since the end of June) bar. The bohemian decor 
and gorgeous views of Manhattan are irresistible. 
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Jude Law, Courtney Love and Jamie Burke Party at 

Sheltering Sky 

A New Rooftop Lounge at McCarren Hotel & Pool 

By: Marshall Heyman 

 
The scene at the rooftop lounge at the McCarren Hotel & Pool, Sheltering Sky, on Saturday. Benjamin 

Lozovsky/BFA 

Occasionally in New York City, a lounge takes its name from a great literary work. While the 

SoHo bars Naked Lunch, named after the William Burroughs novel, and the Dalloway, named 

after Virginia Woolf's " Mrs. Dalloway, " have closed in recent years, Williamsburg has a new 

book-themed boîte. 
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Jamie Burke and Mila De Wit Benjamin Lozovsky/BFA 

Sheltering Sky, the rooftop lounge at theMcCarren Hotel & Pool, is named after Paul Bowles's 

1949 novel about three American travelers in North Africa just after World War II. The lounge 

opened this weekend, with guest appearances by the actor Jude Law, model Jamie Burke and 

Courtney Love. ( John Malkovich, Debra Winger and Campbell Scott co-starred in a 1990 film 

version of the book.) 

Nur Khan, a night-life impresario who also operates the Electric Room in the Dream Hotel in 

Chelsea, said that when his friend, the hotelier Ed Scheetz, brought him to see the roof, he 

immediately thought the place should have a Moroccan vibe. 

"A Moroccan vibe makes a room really sexy and inviting and into a great urban retreat," said Mr. 

Khan, who added that it takes him nine minutes by taxi to get to the McCarren from his Lower 

East Side apartment. By contrast, it takes him 19 minutes to get to the Electric Room. 

http://www.chelseahotels.com/us/brooklyn/mccarren-hotel-and-pool/about
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The pool area at the McCarren Hotel. Benjamin Lozovsky/BFA 

After some brainstorming over names, Mr. Scheetz and his team settled on Sheltering Sky. 

"Picking names is really hard, and it had the right idea behind it," Mr. Scheetz said. "It says 'roof' 

without saying 'roof.' And it's also a shelter from the night." 

Mr. Scheetz said he liked that the literary theme tied in with the c 

 
DJ Spoko Benjamin Lozovsky/BFA 
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ultural underpinnings of another of his properties, the Hotel Chelsea, which has also recently 

been in the process of renovation. "The name can mean nothing to some people," he added, "but 

it adds another layer of depth to what we're doing and our identity." 

In turn, the cocktail menu at Sheltering Sky evokes the New York-born Bowles, who died in 

1999, with drinks like the Expat (vodka, peppermint tea and lemon), and the Paul Bowles 

(tequila, ancho chili, lime, basil and blackberry), as well as toward the book's setting of Morocco 

with the Souk (rum, orgeat, lime and nutmeg), the Tonic from Tangier (gin, craft tonic and 

orange), and the Moroccan Mule (vodka, tea and ginger beer). Then there are just plain old puns, 

like the Gimme Shelter, made of scotch, Campari, Lillet Rouge and grapefruit. 

As for the scene, "we wanted it to feel like your living room," said Mr. Scheetz. "It's very 

comfortable any time of day. There are nightclub venues down the street. We're a place where 

you can talk to your friends." 

He emphasized that unlike many of the city's rooftop bars, Sheltering Sky will be open year-

round, "whether it's 80 degrees or 20 degrees." 

 
Sarah Rabby Frigo Benjamin Lozovsky/BFA 

Of course, having a happening roof adds value to the 64-room hotel, Mr. Scheetz added, which 

attracts a diverse crowd including musicians, international travelers and the parents of local 
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Williamsburg residents. "The more amenities you have, the more things you have to talk to your 

customers about," he said. "We think of the hotel as a resort. You never have to leave the 

property." 

Mr. Khan—who is a partner in the hotel and has consulted on the rooms, its saltwater pool and 

other developments there—said that Williamsburg had a "SoHo vibe of years ago, when artists 

could afford to live there." 

"It's just so easygoing," he said, adding that most of the Sheltering Sky's first guests stayed until 

closing time at 4 a.m. over the weekend. "It really fits into the downtown mind-set. It feels 

almost like taking a holiday without going to the beach." 

 
Actors Sean Pertwee and Jude Law Benjamin Lozovsky/BFA 
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Knife menace at Guns & Roses show 

By Staff Writer    
Chaos was narrowly averted at an intimate Guns N’ Roses 
concert when a man with a knife was tackled by ex-Skid Row 
frontman Sebastian Bach.  

The mystery man casually pulled out what appeared to be a 
switchblade knife as he walked into the packed and uber-
exclusive “Nur Khan‘s Rose Bar Sessions” at the Gramercy Park 
Hotel on Sunday.  

But Bach, who was standing near the door, immediately got the 
stranger thrown out of the bash, which was attended by a host of 

stars including Mickey Rourke.  

A witness reports, “The man walked in while Guns N’ Roses was onstage and pulled out a knife 
and flicked the blade out. Sebastian, who was standing on a banquette said: ‘Nobody is getting 
anywhere near my man Axl Rose with a knife,’ and went after him. Security then immediately 
threw him out. The man appeared to be drunk. It was dealt with so quickly that none of the other 
guests or the band were aware of it.”  

The private Valentine’s Day concert was the hottest ticket in town, with a handpicked crowd 
including the Strokes’ Fabrizio Moretti and Albert Hammond Jr., Ryan Phillippe, Zoe Kravitz, 
Josh Lucas, Yigal Azrouel and Sophia Bush, who all packed into the Rose Bar for the DeLeon 
Tequila-sponsored first of Khan’s series of intimate concerts.  

Guns N’ Roses played for two hours for 150 guests, finishing up at 3 a.m. before moving the 
party upstairs with a group of model and rocker friends until 6 a.m.  

When earlier asked by The Post’s Brian Niemietz if long metal hair will come back in fashion, 
Bach said, “If it does, people better start now because it takes seven [bleep]ing years to get it this 
length.” Flaunting his golden locks, Bach added, “And this isn’t some Jessica [bleep]ing 
Simpson hair extensions — this is the real deal.” A rep for the Rose Bar declined to comment. 
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Rufus Wainwright’s top-secret show 

By Staff Writer    
 

The Rose Bar Sessions, a series of secret shows for a hand-
picked crowd of 100 at the Gramercy Park Hotel’s exclusive 
venue, will next host a performance by singer-songwriter Rufus 
Wainwright. But the date’s a strict secret. A spy said, “Not even 
hotel staff know when it is.” When Page Six revealed last 
month’s performance by Guns N’ Roses, the place was flooded 
with more than 5,000 calls from people trying to get on the list. 
Those who made it included Mickey Rourke, Josh Lucas, Ryan 
Phillippe and Sophia Bush. Meanwhile, hotel owner Ian Schrager 
told us that Danny Meyer‘s new concept for the rooftop 

restaurant will debut this spring. 
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Rose Bar Sessions to welcome Liza Minelli 

By Staff Writer    
The Gramercy Park Hotel will roll out the next 
season of its late-night Rose Bar Sessions with a 
big Broadway voice on Monday. Liza Minnelli 
will perform songs from her upcoming album, 
“Confessions.” Minnelli’s performance could 
mark a softer tone to the super-secret concerts in 
the hotel bar. The last round of Rose Bar sessions 
brought in rockers Axl Rose, Dave Navarro and 
Slash. 
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The 10 BEST Rooftops In NYC 
 

By Staff Writer 

On a quest for the next big thing in the food industry, sisters Danielle and Laura Kosann have 
begun the journey with The New Potato. Profiling chefs, restauranteurs, and celebrities alike 
with cuisine questionnaires, the world of dining has reached a whole new level of delish. 
We like to think the rooftop is this city's answer to a sprawling lawn in the 'burbs. Where 
suburbanites spend warm evenings in their backyards, we prefer to head up above the fray. 
Sometimes, we even manage to get a grill up there. And, while your neighbors' roof (accessible 
only by a rickety ladder and furnished with rusty folding chairs) will do in a pinch, NYC has a 

number of lovely rooftop 
establishments where you can while 
away a hot summer night.  
 
So, we've rounded up the best picks 
you need to visit while the weather is 
still nice (we're halfway through 
summer after all). We found an 
outdoor pool in Brooklyn, Manhattan 
spots with killer views, and the 
perfect place to spend a whole Sunday 
Funday. Ahead, 10 rooftops too good 
to miss. 

Sheltering Sky at the McCarren Hotel & Pool 
This bar on the rooftop of the McCarren Hotel in Williamsburg boasts seaside fare, as well as a 
saltwater pool on the ground floor of the hotel (in other words, you feel like you're on the beach 
without leaving the heart of Brooklyn). Yes, please. Sheltering Sky, 160 North 12th Street (between 
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street); 718-218-7500. 
 

http://www.thenewpotato.com/2013/08/07/the-white-barn-inn-part-2/
http://www.chelseahotels.com/us/brooklyn/mccarren-hotel-and-pool/hotel-pool
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Thirsty Thursday: T&C's Top Summer Cocktails 
Our favorite summer cocktail recipes. 

By Sam Dangremond 

 

 

Paul Bowles 

Summer isn't quite over yet, and we suggest embracing the last 
days of it with one of these tequila and blackberry cocktails 
from Sheltering Sky, the rooftop bar at Brooklyn's McCarren 
Hotel & Pool.  

The drink's name comes from the novel, The Sheltering Sky, 
written by Paul Bowles. It’s a story that follows the protagonist 
and his wife as they escape New York in an adventure to the 
North African desert, attempting to reach the Sheltering Sky (it’s 
also the inspiration for the bar). 

Ingredients 

4 Fresh blackberries 
.5 oz simple syrup 
1 oz Milagro Reposado Tequila 
.75 oz Ancho Reyes 
.75 oz Fresh lime juice 
4 leaves loose basil 

Instructions 

Muddle blackberries with simple syrup. Add other ingredients and shake well. Strain over fresh 
ice in a rocks glass. Garnish with a lime wheel. 

 

http://www.chelseahotels.com/us/brooklyn/mccarren-hotel-and-pool/sheltering-sky�
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SKY FERREIRA, ROSARIO DAWSON & MORE 
ATTEND THE MOOSE KNUCKLES U.S. 

LAUNCH WITH A PERFORMANCE BY THE 
KILLS 

By Stephanie Maida  
"Chill" took on a whole new meeting last night at 
the Dream Downtown, where Canadian 
sportswear brand, Moose Knuckles, celebrated its 
U.S. launch with a party presented by Nur Khan 
and Adam Nelson. With the Gallery space at the 
hotel turned into a cross between a rock star's lair 
and a Northern expedition, guests snapped photos 
with everything from bears in hockey uniforms to 
vats of maple syrup and indoor snow mobiles. 
With faux snow-covered trees and a giant Moose-
shaped ice luge in the center of the room, it's no 
wonder why the party was so cool, though guests 

stayed warm with Dobel Tequila cocktails and specialty shots straight from the ice luge. Moose 
Knuckle models, on the other hand, paired their bikinis with sporty outerwear by the brand in 
order to stay toasty. It didn't take long for things to heat up, of course, when Alison Mosshart and 
Jamie Hince of The Kills took to the stage. The wildly energetic, hour-long set included fan 
favorites like "U R A Fever," "Black Balloon," and "Sour Cherry," which caused a stir of 
singing-along as well as a massive mosh pit. 

Where: Dream Downtown 

Who was there: Guests included Will Poho, Courtney Fallow, Rosario Dawson, Sky Ferreira, 
Alison Mosshart, Jamie Hince, Cory Kennedy, Karen Elson, Tabitha Simmons, Keegan Singh, 
Nur Khan, Vikram Chatwal, Tennessee Thomas, Danny Masterson, Harif Guzman, Rachel 
Hilbert, Ally Kemper, Mario Sorrenti, Phillip Bloch, Noah Stern, AndrewAndrew, DJ Cash, Bob 
Gruen, BP Fallon, Courtney McKenna, Terese Pagh, Donald Levy, Michael Tommasiello, Lorna 
Solano, Wael Davis, Dean Dodos, Faran Krentcil, Kylie Case, and Mila De Wit. 

http://guestofaguest.com/new-york/events/sky-ferreira-rosario-dawson-more-attend-the-moose-knuckles-us-launch-with-a-performance-by-the-kills�
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You Should Know: Nur Khan  

By Staff Writer  
 

Nur Khan, owner and Creative Director of Electric Hospitality, 
is one of the most recognizable names in NYC nightlife. He is a 
recently-named partner at McCarren Hotel & Pool, and 
the"mastermind" behind Electric Room, Sway, Hiro, the Rose 
Bar, and more. His first major breakthrough came when he 
opened Wax, New York's first "Ultra-VIP" lounge, "and has 
since set the industry standard for social destinations that show 
the essence of New York nightlife," as explained on 
his personal site. Nur and his career ventures have been 
featured in Interview Magazine, Vogue, Vanity Fair, and more, 
while his online journal gives us an inside look at his 
fascinating lifestyle. To keep up with NYC's nightlife and all 
things Nur Khan, continue reading! 

 

http://guestofaguest.com/directory/nur-khan�
http://nurkhan.com/nur-khan/�
http://nurkhan.com/nur-khan/�
http://nurkhan.com/nur-journal/�
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What do you actually do all day? Way too many emails!! Meetings, program, mixed martial 
arts, McCarren Hotel & Pool, Electric Room 

Favorite song growing up? "Sway" by the Rolling Stones 

My biggest secret is... Well I can't tell you that can I? 

Uber, Taxi, Subway, or Citi Bike? UBER! 

My motto is... Conceive - Believe - Achieve!! 

The last drink I had was... Sake...the only thing I drink! 

My secret crush is... Wouldn't be a secret... 

What was your first job? Dishwasher at 13 

Coming from? Going to? Williamsburg - McCarren Hotel & Pool to Chelsea - Electric Room 
at Dream Downtown 

What is your favorite work of art? Two very large skull spin paintings that Damien Hirst and I 
painted together. I get to look at them everyday at home! 
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Axl Rose Heads To Rose Bar For A Private Concert 
With Guns N' Roses 

By Staff Writer    
 

[Photos by Clint Spaulding for PMc] As if 
opening a highly anticipated venue with Paul 
Sevigny isn't enough, last night,  Nur Khan 
secured his position in the NYC nightlife kingdom 
by helping DeLeon Tequila welcome Guns N 
Roses over to Rose Bar for an intimate 
performance for everyone that's anyone in this 
town. The private Valentine's Day concert drew 

heavy weights like Chris Martin, Adrian Grenier, Mickey Rourke, the Kings of Leon, The 
Strokes, Ryan Phillippe, Natasa Poly, Angela Lindvall, Zoe Kravitz, Josh Lucas, Jen Brill, 
Chrissie Miller, Fabrizio Moretti, Bink Shapiro, Albert Hammond Jr, Emily Haines, Sophia 
Bush, and Austin Nichols. And many more. 

The special presentation was just another event to add to Nur Khan's other famous Rose Bar 
Sessions that draw some of the hottest crowds to Rose Bar each month. This time, with the help 
of DeLeon Tequila. 

Check out tweets from last night below: 

 

Up close and personal with Axl Rose... 

@Scottlipps Great night, as its not a secret anymore, I wanna thank all of you who 
came out to the Guns N Roses show we helped with last night at Rose 

about 6 hours ago from web 

http://patrickmcmullan.com/
http://guestofaguest.com/nightlife/nightclubs/kenmare-the-sorta-new-beatrice-gears-up/
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http://guestofaguest.com/tag/nur-khan/
http://guestofaguest.com/nyc-fashion-week/kevin-bacon-kelly-cutrone-rock-out-at-john-varvatos/
http://guestofaguest.com/nyc-fashion-week/kevin-bacon-kelly-cutrone-rock-out-at-john-varvatos/
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@womensweardaily: Axl Rose asks Rose Bar crowd Is anyone here as hungover as I 
am? Plays Welcome to the Jungle. 
about 12 hours ago from Echofon 

@rachellehruska: Rose bar is packed. Guns n roses abt to go on..... 
about 12 hours ago from UberTwitter 

@thecultureofme how come guns n roses have played more shows during this fashion 
week than in the last two years anywhere in the world? 
about 13 hours ago from Echofon 

@NylonMag Onto Rose Bar for Guns and Roses concert, insanely packed but we're all 
so psyched for the show! 
about 13 hours ago from Echofon 

@womensweardaily Mickey Rourke, Yigal Azrouel + Maggie Rizer @ Rose Bar 
waiting for Guns n Roses performance. There's a pool going on how late Axl will be. 
about 14 hours ago from OpenBeak 

Photos below from Wire Image: 
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Rose Bar Holds Private Music Sessions For Fashion 
Week 

By Jessica Levy  
Friday night Rose Bar  held its second live performance with The Black Keys. Creative Director 
Nur Khan is hosting a series of exclusive late-night concerts sponsored by Spin Magazine.  

Other musical guests included The Cult on Thursday night. Stay tuned to find out who else will 
be making an appearance... 

  

http://guestofaguest.com/
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Liza Live at The Rose Bar! 

By Peter Davis  
 

"The Rose Bar Sessions" have hosted intimate concerts by the 
big namelikes of Axl Rose, Slash and The Black Keys. Those 
gigs, orchestratedby the Gramercy Park Hotel, went down after 
midnight and turned the hotels swanky boite into a loud, mini 
version of CBGBs. But last night none otherthan Liza Minnelli 
crooned at 6:45pm for a crowd that included SandraBernhard 
and girlfriend Sarah Switzer, Mary Louise Parker (and 
hotboyfriend Charlie Mars), Alan Cumming, Chris Constable, 
Mr. Mickey,gossip guru Michael Musto, writer Rachel 
Hellerand Tony Danza (go figure!). Wearing her signature 
Chinois-style blackvelvet jacket and black pants, Minnelli sat 
on a director's chair andsang six songs like "He's a Tramp," 
many from her new CD "Confessions,"which she says was 
inspired by singing for her parents VincenteMinnelli and Judy 

Garland, in their living room. Minnelli was in achatty mood. At one point, she held up the 
"Confessions" CD whichfeatures a black and white photograph of the singing diva. "Have 
youever seen so much retouching?" she asked the crowd. "I look swell!Sometimes I try and trick 
myself into thinking I look like that, but Ido feel like that." 

http://www.papermag.com/
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Nur Khan's New Don Hill's 

By George Wayne    
THE DEAD WEATHER AT DON HILL'S; 
PHOTO BY DAVID PRUTTING/PATRICK 
McMULLAN 

In case you were wondering: despite all the bad 
omens, rock 'n' roll is anything but dead. The 
glamour-soaked, Lucite-ensconced nightclub? 
That's another story entirely. Just ask Nur Khan. 
As a rebuke to the "models and bottles" ethos that 
regrettably pervades so much of New York 

nightlife, the Rose Bar helmsman is hoping to strike a distinctively nostalgic chord with his latest 
venture: a recently reenergized Don Hill's. To be fair, there were some models–and bottles–and 
most of the usual suspects (Mick Rock, Vincent Gallo, Terry Richardson) at last night's pre-
renovation teaser, but when Jack White's new band, The Dead Weather took the deftly lit stage, 
most of the room was teleported to the pre-Twitter era of the old school, booze-and-blues-fueled 
rock spectacle. And for anyone still clinging to their digitally anesthetized modernity–it seems 
safe to assume that the invite-only in crowd won't be a staple of the joint.  

According to Khan, the Don Hill's door policy will be, "young and fun. It's not super exclusive 
with celebrities only. It's old school and lots of energy." Last night, White was on hand to 
enforce the latter half of that policy, berating the "hipsters" from behind his drum kit when "only 
10 percent" of the crowd clapped for a song. And, when he noticed a couple of supposed 
newspaper reporters snapping pictures of his sweat-drenched lead singer, Alison Mosshart, from 
the center-stage pit, he kicked them out of the area. His show ended with an epic, 13-minute jam, 
which was seemingly aimed at getting off the entire crowd's blues organ, followed directly by 
the DJ playing "Goodnight, Irene." 

In many ways, the vibe is a return to Khan's roots. "I opened a rock 'n' roll club in Connecticut in 
1990. I renovated one of those old balcony-type movie theaters. It held like 1500 people, and it 
was prime time because back then it was Nirvana's first record, Pearl Jam, Soundgarden, and I 
could get them for like $1000," he explained. "It was pretty crazy and I was working on Wall 
Street at the same time. I was a trader and I moved to New York and said, 'I don't want to wake 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.mjworld.net/news/2013/10/14/michael-interviewed-pharrell/&ei=DittVI3JCZKHyASu6oGgAw&bvm=bv.80120444,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNG0H1FV7gad8CvazJWRZPc5i4lJsQ&ust=1416526994614532
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up when I'm 60 and feel like I've missed the boat.' So I built Wax in the mid-'90s, left my job on 
Wall Street. Then I built Sway, built Hiro and Rose Bar and Kenmare and now this." If this is 
any indication of what's in store for the new Don Hill's, which is slated to re-open during Fashion 
Week, it'll be another coup for Khan, who joked (we think) that he was on the verge of a panic 
attack before the show. 

MICHAEL SLENSKE: You look so nervous. 

NUR KHAN: It's a lot of production and, more importantly, these are super-important 
relationships to me, and I'm so neurotic I want everything to be perfect for Jack and Alison. I 
consider them doing me a favor playing a room like this, and I get really anxious. We haven't 
renovated the place yet; it's just a sneak peak. This [pointing to the entryway booth] is all going 
to be new bathrooms over here. We're going to keep the essence of the room, but it's going to be 
very girl-friendly going forward, all new booths and bathrooms. 
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Party Pics  

By Erica Schwiegershausen 
Beginning with the Elle Women in Hollywood 
Awards and closing out with the Fashion Group 
International’s 30th Annual Night of Stars gala, 
this week’s social calendar was particularly 
jammed — featuring notable appearances by 
everyone from Renée Zellweger to Debbie Harry. 
Earlier in the week, January Jones, Paris Hilton, 
and Jaime King all turned out to celebrate the 
openings of West Hollywood’s new Restoration 
Hardware megastore, while back in New York, 

Olivia Munn attended the American Ballet Theatre’s Scarlett, White, and Blue fall gala wearing 
a tutu that could very well double as a Black Swan Halloween costume. Meanwhile, Natalie Joos 
clowned around with a succulent on her head at the J Brand on Spring launch party, and last 
night, Emily Weiss threw a party for her new beauty line, Glossier, with Emily Ratajkowski.  

Click through the slideshow for these and more highlight’s from this week’s biggest parties, 
including Margot Robbie, Rosario 
Dawson, Ashley Olsen, and much more. 

Cory Kennedy 

U.S Launch of Moose Knuckles with The Kills 
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NYC’S 10 BEST NEW ROOFTOP BARS 
By Staff Writer 

SHELTE  

 

SHELTERING SKY 

On the eight floor of Williamsburg's hipMcCaren Hotel is the new hot spot, Sheltering Sky, named after Paul 
Bowles's iconic, eponymous travelogue. Chelsea Hotels and nightlife veteran Nur Khan teamed up to revamp 
the outdoor pool and rooftop bar with Moroccan flourishes. Here you'll find an attractive group of patrons, 
peppered with a few celebrity names, sipping exotic drinks like the Paul Bowles (tequila, ancho chili, lime 
basil). Sit pretty under the city stars while sipping a bottle of Champagne and nibbling on fish tacos and lobster 
rolls.  

 

http://www.chelseahotels.com/us/brooklyn/mccarren-hotel-and-pool/sheltering-sky�
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Nur Khan, Electric Hospitality 
By Staff Writer  

  

“I had bands like Nirvana, Pearl Jam, 
Soundgarden, Alice in Chains, etc., all coming 
out with their first albums play my room.” Nur 
Khan, Electric Hospitality 

Nur Khan is renowned as one of the preeminent 
figures of New York City’s nightlife scene. As 
owner and Creative Director of Electric Hospitality, 
Khan is the mastermind behind the legendary, ultra-

elite hotspots Wax, Sway, Hiro, Rose Bar and Electric Room.  Most recently, Khan was named 
partner at McCarren Hotel & Pool, part of the newly re-branded Chelsea Hotels. 

THC: What inspires you and why? 
Nur: I’m inspired by so many things. What comes to mind off the top of my head that are 
important to me is breaking new ground with concepts, breaking trends and creating new ones – 
being the first to do something that blows people away, not following trends that are outdated. 
Creative people inspire me, and I like to surround myself by them. Art and Music are an 
extremely important part in what inspires me, I usually incorporate all of the above into any 
project I create. 

THC: How did you get into your business? 
Nur: I was a trader on Wall street and had converted an old decrepit balcony style movie theatre 
into a nightclub/ live music venue.  This was 1991 when the rock and roll scene was explosive. I 
had bands like Nirvana, Pearl Jam, Soundgarden, Alice in Chains, etc., all coming out with their 
first albums, play my room. It was a great time and I became hooked on the business. I built my 
first bar in NYC “WAX” and the day I got my liquor license I decided to leave Wall Street and 
I’ve never looked back. I then designed and built SWAY my second NYC bar; these two bars 
were the epitome of downtown, and everyone loved them. Due to the success and the hype of my 
venues, I was then asked by my friends Eric Goode and Sean Macpherson so work on their first 



http://www.thehotelculture.com/nur-khan-electric-hospitality/ 

hotel project, the Maritime Hotel, and we created Hiro, then Hiro Ballroom. We wanted to create 
a really exciting environment inside the homeland throughout the hotel with the restaurants as 
well as the overall experience. We designed together, and really made magic happen there – that 
was my first foray into the hotel business, I kept my eyes opened all around me. 

Then Ian Schrager approached me and asked me to partner with him on The Rose Bar/Jade Bar 
at his new baby The Gramercy Park Hotel. Popular lounges, food and beverage concepts were 
critical in establishing new hotels and that’s why Ian called me. I opened Rose bar and Jade Bar 
and Ian really allowed me to dive into all areas of the hotel, so I soaked it up like a sponge. Rose 
bar was another game changer. No explanation needed there. I opened, conceptualised 
restaurants, bars, clubs and was approached by Dream Downtown Hotel and Tao Group to 
partner up and Open Electric Room, I designed it and I love that room, the hotel as a whole 
offers such diversity. Most recently I was approached by Ed Scheetz, and we decided to re-
conceptualise McCarren Hotel & Pool, part of his newly formed Chelsea Hotels portfolio. I have 
always been involved in all aspects of the hotel, although it may have seemed like more food and 
beverage, I then became a partner in McCarren Hotel & Pool as a whole, so I could contribute to 
all aspects of the property and really make it a destination and resort, so to speak. We redesigned 
everything, the lobby, the pool (Salt water), created a new rooftop called “Sheltering Sky” and 
I’m very proud to be a part of it and watch a great transformation happen. We’ve just created 
something very special in Williamsburg. 

THC: What are you working on right now? 
Nur: Right now most of my time is devoted to McCarren Hotel & Pool, Sheltering Sky and 
always, my baby Electric Room at Dream Downtown. 

THC: How do you see your space evolving? 
Nur: I always try to keep all my spaces evolving.  I’m always trying to do new things, creative 
things, to keep them fresh and interesting. It’s critical to keep things interesting and ahead of the 
curve. 

THC: Who’s your hero or icon? 
Nur: I can’t say I really have a hero or icon, but I’m inspired by martial artists in general. 

THC: Where’s your favourite spot around the world? 
Nur: That’s hard to nail down, I like spending time on the Islands in Thailand; it’s hard for me to 
relax on holiday as I can’t really “check out” and when you’re half way around the world, with a 
12 hour time difference, it allows me to relax more.  I can vacation and practice martial arts at 
the same time, it’s a nice balance for me. 

THC: What’s your favourite injection of culture into a brand? 
Nur: Music and art, hands down. Breaking down barriers! 
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Perry Farrell Pours Tequila at Dream Downtown’s 
Electric Room 

By Adam Pollock   
Rock ‘n Roll royalty and hard alcohol made an 
uncharacteristically early night of it this week at the 
Dream Downtown hotel’s gothic subterranean 
cave Electric Room. “I haven’t even had a drink 
yet,” said nightlife impresario Nur Khan, swigging 
a bottle of Evian, as he watched friend and fellow 
creature of the evening Perry Farrell behind the bar, 
making a valiant attempt to mix cocktails for the 
small but thirsty group of VIPs. They were 
gathered to celebrate the launch of a new line of 
tequilas named Maestro Dobel. 

Just moments prior Farrell, looking like a gaunt, 
dark prince in a perfectly tailored black suit, 
neckerchief, and derby, had been regaling the 
assembled with descriptions of the three new liquid 
offerings, of which he is brand ambassador. He 
emphasized that this tequila is not for slamming 
back, but rather sipping. He then reminisced that 
the darker variety reminded him of the times when 
he ‘went for the brown stuff,’ reminding us that we 
were in the presence of serious imbibers. 

A true renaissance persona, Farrell, who has been 
at the forefront of revolutions in music, concert 
promotion and art, is obviously selective in what he 
lends his name to; and thus we approached the 
proffered cocktails with the appropriate reverence. 

“I used to not drink tequila,” he mused to us in a quiet moment on one of the club’s velvet 
couches. “I love wine, so I like that you can savor and sip this.” 

http://electricroomnyc.com/�
http://maestrodobel.com/�
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A couple of drinks in and we started to feel a sense 
of many epic nights past; the tipple was superb, 
the company inspired, and possibilities seemed 
endless. 
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The Kills Play Secret Show For Moose Knuckles 
Launch 

By Adam Pollock  

 

The rocker duo tore it up at the Dream Downtown 
to introduce the Canadian outerwear brand to The 
States. 

Canadian outerwear brand Moose Knuckles threw 
a launch party at Electric Room last night that 
cemented their self-described position as ‘class 
clowns of the global schoolhouse.’ It was 
fabulous. 

The giant ice sculpture of a moose with chilled 
Crown Royal Maple (the word ‘decadent’ was 
invented just to describe this) flowing from its 
pee pee pretty much set the scene for the instant 
bacchanalia that erupted as soon as the doors at 
the Dream Downtown hotel were opened for the 
fete. That guests immediately dispensed with 
plastic cups and drank straight from the frozen 
phallus only underscored the depravity. 

Beverages in hand, we turned to marvel at 
gorgeous, Canadian flag bikini-clad models 
dancing on podiums; some wore giant bear heads, 
which seemed oddly appropriate. The stars were 
out in force—Rosario Dawson, Karen Elson, 
Mario Sorrenti, Sky Ferreria, Bob Gruen, and 
more, all personal friends of host and Dream 
party curator Nur Khan—although sadly none 
were actually caught under the ice moose. 

http://www.mooseknucklescanada.com/�
http://electricroomnyc.com/�
http://www.dreamhotels.com/hotels/new-york/new-york/dream-downtown/hotel-overview?propId=PX45548�
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Oh, and then The Kills played. Actually played 
doesn’t come close to describing what The Kills 
do. In a frenzy of distorted guitars, bone shaking 
dynamics, and Alison Mosshart’s hair, she and 
Jamie Hince totally fucking crushed it. 

In an amazingly calm moment just moments prior 
to taking the stage we had the pleasure of hanging 
with the charming rocker duo, and the somewhat 
moose-beverage-influenced conversation ran the 

gamut from England’s version of Halloween (Guy Fawkes Day) to the amazing photographer 
Robert Frank (for whom the band would be playing a tribute show for the following night) to the 
number of zippers on Ms. Mosshart’s jacket. Certainly Hince’s missus, Kate Moss, who was 
somewhere in Turkey last night, would have approved of the revelry. But the assembled masses 
carried on fabulously without her and gave Moose Knuckles a glorious welcome to their new 
market. 
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JUNE 30 2014 

An Inside Look at Sheltering Sky, NYC’s Hottest 

New Rooftop 
 

By: Delphine De Causans 

 

 

Photo Credit: BFA Benjamin Lozovsky  

Last week in collaboration with the Chelsea Hotel, Nur Khan unveiled his first hotel partnership 

and new nightlife venue: Sheltering Sky, a new rooftop venue atop Williamsburg’s McCarren 

Hotel & Pool. Now, as partner at McCarren Hotel & Pool, Nur Khan has helped create a robust 

hospitality experience, refreshing both the outdoor pool program and completely revamping the 

rooftop bar as the new Sheltering Sky. 

Spotted among many other notables guests were Michael Avedon, Jamie Burke, Shaughnessy 

Brown, Alex Carapetis, Sante D’Orazio, Elle Dee, Becka Diamond, Erin Heatherton, Jesse 

Frohman, Katie Gallagher, Harif Guzman, Jude Law, Lane Lindell, Nemo Librizzi, 

Courtney Love, Tarryn Manning, Sean Pertwee, Eve Therond, and Mila De Wit. 

http://bfanyc.com/people/shaughnessy-brown
http://bfanyc.com/people/shaughnessy-brown
http://cdn2.hauteliving.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/BFA_9537_1139725.jpg
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Guests enjoyed a two-night celebration, drank bubbles by Moet, and danced to musical 

performances by Skaters and DJ sets by Nancy Whang (LCD Soundsystem/The Juan 

Maclean), Justine D, Little Dragon, and Questlove. 

 



http://hauteliving.com/2009/11/calendar-listing-new-york-nur-khans-rose-bar-sessions/10956/ 

 

 

November 5, 2014 

Calendar Listing New York: Nur Khan’s Rose Bar 
Sessions 

By Staff Writer  
Making for an ideal early week evening out on the town in New York City, last night Nur Khan 
continued his Rose Bar Sessions, an incredibly popular music series which brings downtown 
artists to the Gramercy Park Hotel for smaller sized and more intimate concerts. 

 WHO: Nur Khan and the band Elefant 

WHAT: A Rose Bar session hosted by Nur Khan at the Gramercy Park Hotel. Khan’s Rose Bar 
Sessions have become the ultimate in music series that bring downtown bands to perform in 
intimate spaces for a limited crowd.  The band of the evening was Elefant who played in the 
intimate lounge setting to a crowd that included Lauren Remington Platt, Topper Mortimer, 
Jamie Burke, Peter Davis, Jamie Biden, Andres Santo Domingo, Becka Diamond, and Danny 
Shea. 

 WHERE: Rose Bar, Gramercy Park Hotel, 2 Lexington Avenue, New York City, NY 10010 

WHEN: November 17, 2009 

HOW: Invite only 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://flipburgerboutique.com/?publisher%3Dlocalcom_rbl%26placement%3Doctane360&ei=zi5tVJTGEZD5yQTrh4HoDw&bvm=bv.80120444,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHhrIvIMcm7kDi_2V1liNOe2F-F3A&ust=1416527923101912
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May 30, 2008 

Rose Bar Gatekeeper Nur Khan Likes Meat and 
Martial Arts 

By Staff Writer    
You need an iron constitution to be the moat 
minder of one of the citys most-sought-after 
rooms Rose Bar creative director Nur Khan 
wakes up at 10 a.m. and usually attends to his 
loyal customers till at least 3 a.m., five or six 
nights a week. To stay strong, he eats steak and a 
lot of it! He also practices martial arts several 
years ago, when he spent eight months training at 
Shaolin Temple, he had to forgo meat and found 
he wasnt a big fan of a vegetarian diet. Anyway, 

who wants to be a vegetarian when youre buddies with the matre d at Waverly Inn and can eat 
there a few times a week? 

Saturday, May 24 

 I stayed in town for the long holiday weekend to avoid the hustle and bustle of the Hamptons. I 
had a late brunch at home a cup of tea, a bowl of fresh fruit, cantaloupe and strawberries, and a 
cheese omelette.  

I had dinner with friends at Keens Steakhouse, a sort of undiscovered New York gem that has a 
great old-English-pub vibe. I dont think the people that frequent Rose Bar go there theres no 
scene up there. I had a salad, creamed spinach, New York sirloin, lamb chops, and a nice bottle 
of wine.  

Sunday, May 25 

 I had a late lunch with friends at Bar Pitti before I went to the Murakami exhibit. We had 
spinach, spaghetti Bolognese, and a bottle of water.  

 



http://www.grubstreet.com/2008/05/rose_bar_gatekeeper_nur_khan_l_1.html 

For dinner I went to Omen. Its really private and discreet. I had edamame, an avocado salad, 
shrimp and vegetable tempura, assorted sushi, and, of course, sliced sirloin steak. I have steak 
practically every night for dinner my body just craves meat. Anything that had hoofs on it at one 
point makes me happy.  

Monday, May 26 

 I usually have breakfast at home. I had my cup of tea and bowl of Cheerios.  

During the weekdays I usually have lunch at Rose Bar. Monday I had a bowl of chicken soup 
and water. My lunches during the day are typically fairly light. I like to dine in between 
meetings. I have a lunch menu for the Rose Bar we serve it from noon to 3 p.m. Its pretty mellow 
during the days I start to see people coming in later in the afternoon, around 4 p.m. From 4:30 
p.m. straight through evening were pretty busy.  

I usually have a late dinner, like 9:45ish, then come straight [back] to the Rose Bar after. I had 
friends in from out of town I had a very light dinner at Mezzogiorno, which consisted of a salad 
of mushrooms, tomatoes, mozzarella, and bottle of water and bottle of red wine.  

I try not to eat late after work. If Im having a craving, we have some really good Kobe-beef 
burgers, which Ill nosh on from time to time. 

Tuesday, May 27 

 I had a cup of tea, fresh assorted fruit, and a bowl of Cheerios. 

For lunch, a bowl of tomato soup and bottle of water at the Rose Bar. I carried on with meetings. 

Dinner at the Waverly Inn was a salad with fresh green peas, sirloin steak, a bottle of red wine, 
and a nice glass of cognac. Im at the Waverly at least twice a week Eric Goode and Sean 
MacPherson are my former partners. Im fortunate to say I dont have a problem getting a table 
there. Its a very social scene its basically my crowd here at Rose Bar pre-cocktail time. Everyone 
has dinner there and then they come over to me. Theres a lot of table-hopping.  

Its funny because the matre d Emil [Varda] is a very good friend of mine; we go way back. He 
was asking me, I have so many people calling me from London to get into the Rose Bar. I cant 
give your phone number out, can I? I said, No, you know the situation  

Wednesday, May 28 

 Breakfast at the house was a cup of tea and a cantaloupe 

Lunch at Rose Bar was fresh minestrone soup and a bottle of water. 

I had a nice dinner before I went to the Hilfiger sessions at Webster Hall. I went to Raouls, 
which is probably one of my favorite restaurants in New York. I had a salad, artichoke, spinach, 
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the old standby steak au poivre (its one of my favorites they do a really nice job with the sauce, 
and its a good cut of meat), and a nice bottle of red wine. Its unpretentious you can hide away in 
the back.  

One of my favorite casual places is Serge Beckers La Esquina. Its really laid-back and you can 
kind of vanish there. It was more sceney when they opened, but everyones so cool there that its 
very easy.  
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October 22, 2014 

Celeb Sightings: SNL's Cecily Strong & Her Dog 
Lucy Step Out in NYC 

By Jennifer Perds  
 

--SNL's Cecily Strong and her dog Lucy hosting Vanity Fair 
and Shinola's celebration for the launch of their new pet 
accessories line in collaboration with Bruce Weber benefitting 
Best Friends Animal Society at Shingler’s flagship store in 
TriBeCa NYC. 

--Chrissy Teigen picking up some Helmut Tang tops and Zoe 
Karssen tees for the fall at new store coop & spree in Soho 
NYC. 

--Kacey Musgraves performing her latest hit songs at the launch 
party for Zodiac Vodka at The Rustic in Dallas, TX. 

--Rick Ross sipping Belaire Rosé bubbly at the after party for 
Def Jam’s 30th anniversary concert at Studio Square in NYC. 

--Celebrity trainer and philanthropist Grace Lazenby walking in a Rat Pack style fashion show 
while Caesars Palace headliner Matt Goss sang his hit tune "Evil" in the Living Room at W 
Hollywood. 

--Brooke Shields talking to television personality Tom Murro and Miss New York Jillian 
Tapper at the 31st Annual Rita Hayworth Gala at the Waldorf Astoria in NYC.  

--Modern Family’s Sarah Hyland happily noshing on enchiladas at Dos Caminos SoHo with a 
large party of pals in NYC. 

--Mario Lopez snacking on Sheila G’s Brownie Brittle while grocery shopping in L.A. 



http://www.usmagazine.com/celebrity-news/news/celeb-sightings-snls-cecily-strong--her-dog-lucy-
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--Natasha Bedingfield performing for the crowd at the Resolution Project’s 2014 Resolve Gala at 
the Harvard Club in NYC. 

--Wyclef Jean celebrating his 46th birthday with a surprise dinner with close ones and family at 
Hotel Hugo in NYC. 

--Rosario Dawson jumping around during a performance by The Kills during the Nur 
Khan hosted launch of Moose Knuckles at the Gallery at Dream Downtown in NYC. 

--John Hawkes holding court during an after party at Handy Liquor Bar for his new Oscilloscope 
release Low Down in NYC.  

--Ben Savage and Debby Ryan ending a long night out with friends at Bootsy Bellows in LA. 

--Prince Amukamara of the New York Giants and Jeff Cumberland of the New York Jets 
honoring Richard "Big Daddy" Selgado at the Future Influence Gala presented by Edrington at 
No. 8 in NYC. 

--Michael Franti getting honored with the inaugural Universal Smile Award at the 3rd annual 
Operation Smile gala at the Marines Memorial Club in San Francisco. 

--James Marsden catching up with film producer Cindy Cowan at his premiere for The Best Of 
Me in L.A. 

--Maurice Hennessy - Global Ambassador and 8th generation descendant of the family - leading 
a Hennessy Prestige Range tasting at a private luncheon at a lavish estate in the Hollywood Hills. 

--Zach Braff sipping on ONEHOPE Wine at the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation’s 
25th Annual ‘A Time of Heroes’ celebration in L.A.’s neighborhood of Culver City. 

--Regina Spektor catching a performance of Ryan Landry's Snow White and the Seven Bottoms at 
the St Marks Theater in NYC. 
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September 16, 2014 

Celeb Sightings! See Where Your Favorite Stars 
Hung Out This Week 

By Jennifer Perds  

 

--Brenton Thwaites, Katie Holmes, Odeya Rush, Taylor 
Swift and Cameron Monaghan posing for photos together on 
the red carpet at The Giver premiere at the Ziegfield Theater in 
NYC. 
--The Janoskians performing at the Teen Vogue Back to 
School Saturday Kickoff Event, hosted by editor in chief Amy 
Astley and Debby Ryan, at the Del Amo Fashion Center in 
Torrance, CA. 
--A pregnant Kristen Bell trying on TOMS sunglasses and 
grabbing a jar of CakeMix while other guests drank Don Julio 
cocktails during producer Jennifer Klein's Day Of Indulgence 

at her home in LA. 
--Jessica Szohr hanging out with Emmanuelle Chriqui at the For Love & Lemons annual 
Skivvies Party, co-hosted by Too Faced Cosmetics, in L.A. 
--Orange Is the New Black's Lauren Lapkus having lunch at the Cabana Restaurant at The Four 
Seasons in L.A. 
--Drake hosting a concert afterparty for 25 of his friends at Chicago Cut Steakhouse in Chicago. 
--Five Finger Death Punch making an appearance for a new campaign they created to raise 
awareness for veterans with PTSD at Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada. 
--Opera singer Xavier Prado surprising ladies with a few songs at the L.A. launch for The Artful 
Bachelorette — a sexy night of Freixenet Cava, drawing and male models — hosted at the home 
of producer Cindy Cowan in Beverly Hills.   
--The band Rixton signing "Call Me Demi" on a surfboard in the Backstage Creations gift 
lounge - where celebrities such as Jason Derulo and Nikki Reed were gifted with Flips Audio 
headphones, The Boodle Box and Dell Venue 8 Tablets — at the Teen Choice Awards in L.A.   
--Steven Soderbergh throwing a party for the cast of The Knick on Cinemax at the Electric 
Room at Dream Downtown in NYC. 
--Eva Longoria enjoying a casual dinner of rock shrimp and crispy rice with boyfriend Jose 
Antonio at Katsuya in Miami. 

http://www.theartfulbachelorette.com/�
http://www.theartfulbachelorette.com/�
http://www.flipsaudio.com/�
http://www.flipsaudio.com/�
http://www.theboodlebox.com/�
http://www.dell.com/us/p/dell-venue-8/pd�
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--Taylor Swift running errands wearing a Floral Crop Top and Skirt by Aqua at Bloomingdale's 
in NYC. 
--Julia Stiles celebrating the opening of her new Cherry Lane play Phoenix with friends at the 
new club Leonora in NYC. 
--Iggy Azalea performing on the Pandora Summer Party stage as boyfriend and NBA 
forward Nick Young dances along backstage at the Santa Monica Pier in CA. 

•  
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Williamsburg’s New Rooftop Bar Has a View That 

Can’t Be Beat 

By: Kristen O’Regan 

 

(Photo: Kirsten O’Regan) 

Nur Khan, the Lower East Sider and “nightlife impresario” who was creative director at the 

Gramercy Park Hotel’s Rose Bar and (briefly) Don Hill’s, has taken his cache to Williamsburg, 

presiding over the re-designed rooftop bar at the McCarren Hotel & Pool (formerly the King & 

Grove). 

 

http://nurkhan.com/nur-khan/
http://nymag.com/listings/bar/rose-bar/
http://bedfordandbowery.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/mccarren.jpg
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Sheltering Sky, as the new space has been designated, takes its name from the 1949 novel by 

Paul Bowles, a favorite of the Beat writers (see what we did with the headline?). The Sheltering 

Sky follows a young, unhappily married couple as they escape the claustrophobia of New York’s 

intelligentsia for the liberating expanses of the North African desert. Khan’s design, a 

collaboration with Fernando Santangelo, predictably draws on the romantic associations of the 

Arab-populated regions of northern Africa: Tangier, Oran, the Sahara. 

http://www.fernandosantangelo.com/#/enter/
http://bedfordandbowery.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/DSC_6412.jpg
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Hence the low-slung cushion-strewn benches, the Persian-esque carpets, the wicker light shades, 

the shimmering blue tile work behind the bar, and (I suppose) the foliage. All this is relatively 

understated, however, and one certainly doesn’t feel transported to a souk (especially given 

thatBrooklyn’s own Skaters rocked the opening party Friday night). 

 

(Photo: Kirsten O’Regan) 

http://bedfordandbowery.com/2013/07/skaters-celeberated-their-record-deal-with-drugs-karaoke-and-a-2000-dinner/
http://bedfordandbowery.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/DSC_6425.jpg
http://bedfordandbowery.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/DSC_6416.jpg
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But Sheltering Sky has what every good rooftop bar needs: a fairly gobsmacking view—across 

the East River to the shimmering spires of midtown Manhattan. It also has a small but carefully 

curated drinks list: with four $15 specialty cocktails hinting (via ingredients like peppermint tea 

and fresh watermelon) at exotic locales, and a handful of wines by the glass. 

It probably isn’t news to Mr. Khan that in a Times review, Tennessee Williams noted that while 

most people would be “enthralled” by what was exotic in The Sheltering Sky, few would grasp 

its symbolic portrayal of a “Sahara of moral nihilism, into which the race of man now seems to 

be wandering blindly.” After all, what better place to disregard established moral values than a 

rooftop bar? Just don’t expect to escape from New York. 

The Sheltering Sky, McCarren Hotel & Pool, 160 N 12th Street (between Berry and Bedford) 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/05/17/specials/bowles-sheltering.html
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July 11, 2014 

NYC BOMBSHELLS OF SUMMER ISSUE LAUNCH 
By Staff Writer 

Guests turned out last night for the NYC launch of Galore’s Summer Bombshell Issue, presented by Amazonia 
Beverages andUberliss. Taking place at Sheltering Sky, the new rooftop space atop of the new McCarren Hotel, 
the private event was hosted by Galore’s Editors Prince & Jacob, and Bombshell cover girl Hailey Clauson. Elle 
Dee, DJ Zolita and DJ Cash kept the crowd moving on a nice hot summer night, with guests that included 
Ashley Smith, Tali Lennox, Cailin Russo, Amy Hixon and many more! Check out the pix below! 

 

 

Hailey Clauson      Ashley Smitth and Tali Lenox 

 

https://www.facebook.com/amazoniabeverages�
https://www.facebook.com/amazoniabeverages�
http://uberliss.com/�
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July 9, 2014 

By Erin Frankel 

Whether it's leafy gardens, breezy rooftops,festive backyards, iconic parks, or street 

side cafés you're looking for ... here is our summer 2014 al fresco dining guide: 
    

 
 

Brooklyn 

 

McCarren Pool & Roof 
 

The Scene 

Sheltering Sky, the brand new rooftop bar at McCarren Hotel & Pool located in the 

center of Brooklyn's ever-popular Williamsburg, has recently opened. 

Designer Fernando Santagelo and co-owner Nur Khan got inspiration from the 

iconic novel by Paul Bowles, The Sheltering Sky, a spiritual adventure that follows the 

protagonist as he escapes the New York intelligentsia, set against the Sahara and North 



http://www.newyorksocialdiary.com/node/1912614 

Africa.  

 

The modern space is truly an urban retreat, with sultry Moroccan accents throughout. 

There's a fresh salt-water pool with expanded seating against a giant new mural — 

perfect for the trendsetting hipster crowd who seek some poolside action this summer. 

And, the roof offers a perfect bird's-eye view of the Manhattan skyline, with 

wraparound views of McCarren park and the beautiful skyline set against the tone of 

live music each evening. Sunday nights, expect a reggae-themed soiree with food & 

drink specials. 
 

 

The App 

Refreshing rooftop cocktails like the Fresca de Sandia — loaded with tequila, 

muddled watermelon, agave, and cilantro — combined with summer poolside classics 

like a shrimp tempura BLT, lobster lettuce cups, and a white cheddar, dry-aged 

burger. And, to top it all off, McCarren Hotel is screening the World Cup games by 

the pool, and has partnered with Nowhere FC for World Cup activation! Nowhere FC 

will be conducting an art pop-up 'Football Concierge' service as they promote a new 

line of products, including custom jerseys and specialized badges.   

 

160 North 12th 

Street  

Brooklyn, NY 11249  

718-218-7500 
    

Upper East Side 

 

The East Pole 

 

The Space  

Down the steps of the elegant historic brownstone in which The East Pole is situated, 

are several tables that are carefully arranged in front under an arbor. The bedecked 

greenery offers a peaceful and luxurious ambience. Think garden party. 

 

The Appeal  

The menu is a perfect marriage of theMartignetti brother’s English cuisine with 

Towill & Winser’s New American locally sourced farm-to-table fare. This fresh, local 

cuisine is paired with a stellar cocktail menu. Try the New York Vesper with 

refreshing flavors of gin and lillet blanc or the Summer in Avignon with soothing hints 
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of lavender; ideal for a quiet evening in the garden. 

 

133 E 65th St  

New York, NY 10065  

(212) 249-2222 
 

 

 

 

The East Pole Bar. 
 

 

 

Sant Ambroeus Coffee Bar at Loews Regency Hotel 

 

The Space  

Cool down from the summer heat with a refreshing summertime treat from Sant 

Ambroeus’ first gelato cart, parked right outside the coffee-bar outpost of Sant 

Ambroeus at the Loews Regency Hotel.  
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The Italian restaurateurs have 

successfully imbued the outdoor patio 

with an unruffled, tranquil ambience, 

unfamiliar to the sidewalks of Park 

Avenue. 

 

The Appeal  

Now you can pair your Negroni or 

Shakerato (iced espresso and sugar) with 

Executive Pastry Chef Chris Hereghty’s 

handcrafted gelato with other dining 

options at the coffee bar or as take-out.  

 

From tropical flavors, such as raspberry 

and mango, to rich and creamy flavors 

including hazelnut, chocolate chip, and 

chocolate, the Sant Ambroeus gelato cart 

is a destination in itself for Sant 

Ambroeus enthusiasts and travelers alike. 

Each gelato cup is priced at $4. 

 

540 Park Avenue  

New York, NY 10021  

212-339-4051 

Open daily from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
   

 



 

 

http://www.tastingtable.com/entry_detail/nyc/17405?slde=adbx 

 

July 2, 2014 

Drinks With A View 

By Emily Warman 

 

 

When a 4 x 6 patio enclosed by tall concrete walls counts as "outdoor space," you know we'll take what we can 

get. 

Thankfully, what you can get is pretty good if you know where to look. And the place is up. 

Do some cool-kid people judging while knocking them back at the Standard High Line's penthouse bar and 

club, Le Bain, or channel Capri in its heyday at Sonny's Soda Shoppe in Soho, where the old-school Italian 

lifestyle lives on. Those looking for a 'bros and beer' vibe should go to the top of Eataly for the house-brewed 

cask ales and Birreria's open-air view. 

Wherever your destination, one calculation remains solid: rooftops + booze 

= summer. 

Sheltering Sky at the McCarren Hotel and Pool, Williamsburg 

After a meal at Paul Liebrandt’s brainy The Elm, head up to the outdoor 

couches piled high with bright green pillows on the hotel’s 8
th

 floor. 

International and local DJs may have you on your feet, but take a moment 

to drink in the Manhattan skyline. Look down and you might see which 

summer flick is screening at McCarren Park. 



http://www.timeout.com/newyork/bars/rooftop-bars-in-nyc?pageNumber=2 

 
July 28, 2014 

NYC's best rooftop bars: 
Have a cocktail high above the city and take in 

spectacular views at one of the best elevated bars in 
NYC 

By Staff Writer  

 
 

Sheltering Sky at McCarren Hotel and Pool 

This newly opened rooftop bar and lounge sits atop Williamsburg's 
fancypants answer to the nearby public McCarren Park pool. Buy a 
pass and spend the day poolside, sipping drinks and eating grub from 
Paul Liebrandt's The Elm, then head up to the eighth floor to gawk at 

the hipsters below while boogying to a rotating roster of international DJs.  

1. 160 North 12th St, eighth floor, (between Bedford Ave and Berry St ) 

 

http://www.timeout.com/newyork/bars/sheltering-sky�
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